
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: European Vacation 
 
Unit Designers: Laurie Deraspe, Carie Weymouth, Kathy Wheat 
 
Level(s): Grade 7 

 
Time Span: 8 – 10 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
This unit covers Europe and Russia. Students will explore the geographic regions, climates, vegetation, 
history, culture, and economies of the area. Special attention will be given to the European Union and its 
impact.  
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
C. Economics 
C.1. Economic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand the principles and 
processes of personal economics, the influence of economics on personal life and business, and the 
economic systems of Maine, the United States and various regions of the world. 
 a. Explain that economics is the study of how scarcity requires choices about what, how, for 
 whom, and in what quantity to produce, and how scarcity relates to market economy, 
 entrepreneurship, supply and demand, and personal finance.  
 
C.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in Economics:  Students understand 
economic aspects of unity and diversity in Maine, the United States, and various world cultures, including 
Maine Native Americans. 
 a. Describe factors in economic development, and how states, regions, and nations have worked 
 together to promote economic unity and interdependence.  
 
D. Geography 
D.1. Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns:  Students understand the geography of 
the community, Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world and the geographic influences 
on life in the past, present and future. 
 a. Explain that geography includes the study of physical, environmental, and cultural features of 
 the state, nation, and various regions of the world to identify consequences of geographic 
 influences and make predictions.  
 b. Use the geographic grid and a variety of types of maps to gather geographic information.  
 c. Identify the major regions of the earth and their major physical features and political 
 boundaries using a variety of geographic tools.  
 
E. History 
Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, Patterns:  Students understand major eras, major enduring 
themes, and historic influences in the history of Maine, the United States, and various regions of the 
world. 
 d- Analyze interpretations of historical events that are based on different perspectives and 
 evidence. 
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E.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in History:  Students understand 
historical aspects of unity and diversity in Maine, the United States, and various world cultures, including 
Maine Native Americans. 
 b. Identify and Compare a variety of cultures through time, including comparisons of native and 
 immigrant groups in the United States, and eastern and western societies in the world.  
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know the five themes of geography 

Know the research process 
  
 Skills: 
 Able to use the five themes of geography to study regions 
 Able to apply research skills to social studies 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
The natural resources of a place or regions affect how people live and work. 
Cultural diversity exists within all regions. 
Organizational patterns differ within various governments, economies, and societies.  

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does the past impact the present and the future? 
How does the diversity in a region impact the development of that region? 
How should countries allocate the resources they have? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know the major political geography of Europe and Russia 
 Know and be able to explain the three basic economic systems 
 
 Skills: 
 Analyze geographical patterns of Europe using a variety of maps 
 Identify the important geographic features of Europe and Russia 
 Apply the five themes of geography to regions in Europe and Russia 
 Compare and contrast European countries to the United States 
 Compare how command, market, and mixed economies meet basic wants and needs over time 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Teacher observations 
Country report 
Formal assessment from Prentice Hall World Study Text 
Phschool.com Online Chapter Tests 
Fictional character letter (describing effects of key historical changes) 
Map of Europe (political)  

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Group and individual work 
Map and graphing activities 
Individual projects (collage, travel brochure)  
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Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Book study 
3D Model 
Travel journal  
Reenactment of historical event 
Personal Portrayals of Historical Figures 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Internet 
Citations Machine for Bibliography 
Phschool.com chapter assessments 
Phschool.com Passport-internet activity 
Quiz Show to review material learned 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Phschool.com 
Prentice Hall World Studies Text 
Internet research 
School library 
Maps and graphs of Europe and Russia 
Various outside readings 
 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Europe Assessment 
Timeline Analysis 


